DE 01-170
CENTRAL VERMONT PUBLI C SERVI CE CORPORATI ON
Petition for License to Cross Public Waters in the Town of
Hi nsdal e, New Hanpshire to the Vernont State Line at
Brattl eboro, Vernont
Order Nisi Granting License to Construct and Maintain Fiber
Optic Cable Over and Across Public Waters

ORDER NO 23810
Oct ober 19, 2001

The petitioner, Central Vernont Public Service
Corporation (CVPS), filed on Septenber 4, 2001, a petition
under RSA 371:17 for a license to construct and maintain a
fiber optic cable over and across the public waters of the
Connecticut River in the Town of Hi nsdale, New Hanpshire to
the Vernont State Line in Brattleboro, Vernont. On Cctober 9,
2001, CVPS filed a corrected copy of the Petition, APPENDI X A,
and the river crossing draw ng.

I n support of its petition, CVPS has stated that it
is planning an upgrade of the reliability and capacity of its
conmuni cation systemin the electric system operations by the
addition of fiber optic cable on the electric transm ssion
| i nes covered by this crossing. CVPS had previously
constructed and currently maintains a 115KV transm ssion |ine

over and across public waters at the subject |ocation under

l'icense by the Conm ssion pursuant to RSA 371:17 in NHPUC
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Docket No. D-E 4539, Order No. 8639. RSA 371:17 defines
public waters as “all ponds of nore than ten acres, tidewater
bodi es, and such streanms or portions thereof as the Commi ssion
may prescribe.” The conm ssion has defined public waters as
t hose streanms which are comonly used for navigation, 35 NHPUC
94 (1953). The Commi ssion and CVPS agree that the Connecti cut
Ri ver constitutes public waters.

CVPS intends to install an underbuilt all dielectric
sel f-supporting fiber optic cable, known as ADSS cable. The
ADSS cable will be installed on existing H-frame transn ssion
structures bel ow the existing phase conductors. The | ength of
the transmi ssion line crossing the Connecticut River is
approximately 775 feet.

CVPS has stated that the installation nethods to be
used in the stringing of the fiber optic cable will avoid any
i npacts to any wetlands in the areas of the crossing. The
Conmmi ssi on understands no state or federal wetland permt wll
be needed.

CVPS has attested, and Staff agrees, that the
installation of the ADSS cable will neet or exceed the
requi renents of the National Electrical Safety Code (NESC).
CVPS has stated, and Staff agrees, that the rights, use and

enjoynment by the public of these public waters will not be
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substantially affected as a result of the proposed overhead
fiber optic cable crossing.

We find such crossing necessary for CVPS to neet its
obligation to provide reliable electric service. Accordingly,
we find that the crossing is in the public good. We wll
approve the petition on a Nisi basis in order to provide any
interested party the opportunity to submt comments on said
petition or to request a hearing.

Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED NI SI, that CVPS is authorized, pursuant to
RSA 371:17 et seq., to construct, maintain, and operate the
aerial fiber optic cable over and across the Connecticut River
in Hi nsdal e, New Hanmpshire depicted on drawi ngs submtted
Cct ober 9, 2001, and on file with this Conm ssion; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all construction and future
reconstruction to this approved crossing shall conformto the
requi renments of the NESC and all other applicable safety
standards in existence at that time; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Petitioner shall cause a
copy of this Order Nisi to be sent to the Hinsdale town clerk;
to the New Hanpshire Attorney General pursuant to RSA 371:19;
and be published once in a statew de newspaper of general

circulation or of circulation in those portions of the state
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where operations are conducted; such publication to be no
| ater than October 29, 2001 and to be docunented by affidavit
filed with this office on or before Novenber 12, 2001; and it
is

FURTHER ORDERED, that all persons interested in
responding to this petition be notified that they may submt
their comments or file a witten request for a hearing on this
matter before the Conm ssion no |ater than Novenber 8, 2001;
and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that any party interested in
respondi ng to such comments or request for hearing shall do so
no | ater than Novenber 13, 2001; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED, that this Order Nisi shall be
effective Novenber 19, 2001, unless the Comm ssion provides
ot herwi se in a supplenmental order issued prior to the

effective date.
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By order of the Public Utilities Comm ssion of New

Hanmpshire this nineteenth day of October, 2001.

Thomas B. Getz Susan S. Ceiger Nancy Brockway
Chai r man Conmi ssi oner Comm ssi oner

Attested by:

Claire D. DiCicco
Assi stant Secretary



